Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method comprising: 

storing a first default operating system version and a default hardware configuration 
of a networked communications device in a first memory unit on said networked 
eo fflmunicat ien communications device, said first default hardware configuration having an 
associated checksum and an associated timestamp indicating when said first default hardware 
configuration was received , and said -net work communication device including a plurality of 




programmable logic units to b e programmed ; 

receiving an updated operating system vers ion and a seco nd an updated hardware 
configuration for said networked communications device over a network, wherein said 
s e con d updated hardware configuration and said updated operating system version is are 
received into said a second memory unit of said networked communications device, and said 
seee nd hardware configuration-is different from said first hardware confi gwafion; 

performing a checksum operation on said second updated hardware configuration to 
verify a received copy of said s e c o n d updated hardware configuration; 

creating a timestamp associated with said second updated hardware configuration to 
indicate when said second updated hardware configuration was received; and 

programming said a plurality of programmable logic units on said networked 
communications device according to said se c on d updated hardware configuration wherein 
said programming occurs in conjunction with a boot process initiation if said second updated 
hardware configuration has a correct checksum and a more recent associated timestamp than 
said first default hardware configuration, wherein said programmable logic units are coupled 
with said network communications device via a removable card, and wherein said removable 
card is removably attached to said network communications device ; and 

disposing a C PU and a main memory of the network communication device on the 
removable card, such that the CPU and the main memory of the network communications 
device are coupled with the network communications device via the removable card . 

2. (currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said 
networked communications device is one of a router or a switch . 
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3. (canceled) 



4. (currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein said 
method further comprises: 

collecting information, wherein a component of said networked communications 
device sends a configuration description to a processor of said networked communications 
device; 

creating said first default hardware description configuration , wherein said processor 
creates said first default hardware description configuration using said configuration 
description; and 

storing said first default hardware d e s cri pt ion configuration in a non-volatile memory. 

5. (previously presented) The method as recited in Claim 1. wherein said 
method further comprises verifying security information. 

6. (currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein said 
method further comprises configuring said networked communications device with a 
schedule for initiating said receiving of said second updated hardware configuration. 

7. (currently amended) The method as recited in Claim 6, wherein said 
method further comprises comparing said first default hardware configuration with said 
second updated hardware configuration. 

8. (currently amended) A networked communications device comprising: 
a bus; 

a memory unit coupled to said bus; 

a processor coupled to said bus, said processor executing a method for updating a 
hardware configuration of a networked communications device comprising: 

storing a first default operating system version and a default hardware 
configuration of a networked communications device in a first memory unit on said 
networked communication communications device, said first default hardware configuration 
having an associated checksum and an associated timestamp indicating when said first default 
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hardware configuration was received, and said network communicatio n-de v ice in c lu ding-a 
plurality of programm ab le logic units - to be programmed ; 

receiving an updated operating system version and a seco n d an updated 
hardware configuration for said networked communications device over a network, wherein 
said seco n d updated hardware configuration and said updated operating system version is are 
received into said a second memory unit of said networked communications device, an d said 
second h a rdware configuration is different from said first hardware configuration ; 

performing a checksum operation on said secon d updated hardware 
configuration to verify a received copy of said second updated hardware configuration; 

creating a timestamp associated with said s ec o nd updated hardware 
configuration to indicate when said second updated hardware configuration was received; and 

programming sa4d a plurality of programmable logic units on said networked 
communications device according to said second updated hardware configuration wherein 
said programming occurs in conjunction with a boot process initiation if said secon d updated 
hardware configuration has a correct checksum and a more recent associated timestamp than 
said first default hardware configuration, wherein said programmable logic units are coupled 
with said network communications device via a removable card, and wherein said removable 
card is removably attached to said network communications device; and 

disposing a CPU and a main memory of the network communication device on 
the removable card, such that the CPU and the main memory of the network communications 
device are coupled with the network communications device via the removable card , 

9. (currently amended) The networked communications device as recited in 
Claim 8, wherein said networked communications device is one of a router or a switch . 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) The networked communications device as recited in 
Claim 8, wherein said method further comprises: 

collecting information, wherein a component of said networked communications 
device sends a configuration description to a processor of said networked communications 
device; 

creating said first default hardware description configuration , wherein said processor 
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creates said first default hardware d e s cription configuration using said configuration 
description; and 

storing said first default hardware des c ription configuration in a non-volatile memory. 

12. (original) The networked communications device as recited in Claim 8, 
wherein said method further comprises verifying security information. 

13. (currently amended) The networked communications device as recited in 
Claim 8, wherein said method further comprises configuring said networked communications 
device with a schedule for initiating said receiving of said second updated hardware 
configuration. 

14. (currently amended) The networked communications device as recited in 
Claim 1 3, wherein said method further comprises comparing said first default hardware 
configuration with said s eco n d updated hardware configuration. 

1 5. (currently amended) Logic encoded in one or more tangible media for 
execution and when executed operable to: 

storing a first default operating system version and a default hardware configuration 
of a networked communications device in a first memory unit on said networked 
com municat ion communications device, said first default hardware configuration having an 
associated checksum and an associated timestamp indicating when said first default hardware 
configuration was received , and said network -co mmunicat io n devic e including a plura fity-ef 
pregfamma ble logic units to be programmed ; 

receiving an updated operating system version and a-seeend an updated hardware 
configuration for said networked communications device over a network, wherein said 
s e con d updated hardware configuration and said updated operating system version is are 
received into said a second memory unit of said networked communications device, and said 
seeond hardware configuration is diff cre n t-f r o m said- -fir st hardware c o nfiguration ; 

performing a checksum operation on said seeond updated hardware configuration to 
verify a received copy of said second updated hardware configuration; 

creating a timestamp associated with said se co nd updated hardware configuration to 
indicate when said s e c o n d updated hardware configuration was received; and 
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programming said a plurality of programmable logic units on said networked 
communications device according to said seeend updated hardware configuration wherein 
said programming occurs in conj unction with a boot process initiation if said second updated 
hardware configuration has a correct checksum and a more recent associated timestamp than 
said first default hardware configuration, wherein said programmable logic units are coupled 
with said network communications device via a removable card, and wherein said removable 
card is removably attached to said network communications device ; and 

disposing a CPU and a main memory of the network communication device on the 
removable card, such that the CPU and the main memory of the network communications 
device are coupled with the network communications device via the removable card . 

16. (currently amended) The logic encoded as recited in Claim 15, wherein said 
networked communications device is one of a router or a switch . 

17. (canceled) 

1 8. (currently amended) The logic encoded as recited in Claim 15, wherein said 
steps further comprise: 

collecting information, wherein a component of said networked communications 
device sends a configuration description to a processor of said networked communications 
device; 

creating said first default hardware description configuration , wherein said processor 
creates said first default hardware d escription configuration using said configuration 
description; and 

storing said first default hardware description configuration in a non-volatile memory. 

1 9. (previously presented) The logic encoded as recited in Claim 1 5, wherein said 
steps further comprise verifying security information. 

20. (currently amended) The logic encoded as recited in Claim 1 5, wherein said 
steps further comprise configuring said networked communications device with a schedule 
for initiating said receiving of said second updated hardware configuration. 
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2 1 . (currently amended) The logic encoded as recited in Claim 20, wherein said 
steps further comprise comparing said fest default hardware configuration with said seeend 
updated hardware configuration. 

22. (currently amended) A system comprising: 

a means for storing a -first default operating system version and a default hardware 
configuration of a networked communications device in a first memory unit on said 
networked eenwnunicatien communications device, said first default hardware configuration 
having an associated checksum and an associated timestamp indicating when said first default 
hardware configuration was rece i vedr-and-sa id netw ork communicati o n -d evice including-a 




a means for receiving an updated operating system version and a s e cond an updated 
hardware configuration for said networked communications device over a network, wherein 
said second updated hardware configuration and said updated operating system version is are 
received into said a second memory unit of said networked communications device, and sa M 
second- hardware configuratio n4 s diff er en t from said first h ar d ware co nfiguration; 

a means for performing a checksum operation on said second u pdated hardware 
configuration to verify a received copy of said seeend updated hardware configuration; 

a means for creating a timestamp associated with said second updated hardware 
configuration to indicate when said seeend updated hardware configuration was received; and 

a means for programming said a plurality of programmable logic units on said 
networked communications device according to said second updated hardware configuration 
wherein said programming occurs in conjunction with a boot process initiation if said secon d 
updated hardware configuration has a correct checksum and a more recent associated 
timestamp than said first default hardware configuration, wherein said programmable logic 
units are coupled with said network communications device via a removable card, and 
wherein said removable card is removably attached to said network communications device; 
and 

a means for disposing a CPU and a main memory of the network communication 
device on the removable card, such that the C PU and the main memory of the network 
communications device are coupled with the network communications device via the 
removable card . 
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23. (currently amended) The system as recited in Claim 22 wherein said 
networked communications device is one of a router or a switch . 

24. (canceled) 

25. (currently amended) The system as recited in Claim 22, further comprising 
a means for collecting a configuration description of a component of said 

networked communications device and; 

a means for using said configuration description in creating said first default 
hardware description configuration; and 

a means for storing said default hardware configuration in non-volatile 
memory . 

26. (previously presented) The system as recited in Claim 22, further comprising 
a means for verifying security information. 
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